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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ~ 
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Status 

1 )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 March 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 0 G 213 

Disposition of Claims ' 

4) IS Claim(s) 1-14.24 and 25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 1-14.24 and 25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attach ment(s) 

2 U Notice of Draftsmen's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Paten, Application (PTO-1K) 

3) \% Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 10. 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4 March 2003 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The recent amendment to specification page 36, beginning at line 13 is improper 
because the dean copy contains brackets and underlining for material to be added or deleted in 
the formula. A new copy of the paragraph should be submitted without bracketing and 
underlining. 

The change in the claims from deposition of a toner to providing a toner are seen as 
equivalent expressions because the toner would have to be deposited to provide an Image. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 175(^(1, and MPEP § 608.01(c). Correction of the 
following is required; In the recent amendment applicants have changed a limitation from "a 
kinetic fhctional deviation factor" ,o "a kinetic motional deviation coefficient' . „ appears to the 
examiner that the term 'factor and -coefficient" have me same meaning in me manner used. 
However, there is no. conespondence between this feature because of the claim amendment 
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(e.g., spec. p. 12, bottom). The specification should be amended at each reference to this 
feature so there is clear antecedent basis for the claims as presented. 

Similarly the claims have been amended to refer to "the intermediate image-transfer 
element" rather than a "the intermediate image-transfer member. It appears that "element" and 
"member" have the same meaning but applicants must have antecedent basis for the current 
claim limitations in the specification as filed. Suitable specification amendments are required. 

Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 15 and 16 have been renumbered as claims 24 and 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Claims 1-14, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 
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The instant claims have been amended to specify the photosensitive member and the 
intermediate image-transfer element in claim 1 and the plurality of photosensitive members and 
the recording sheet in claim 8 are brought into contact at a contact line rather than a contact 
face as previously presented. Giving the words their usual and customary meaning in light of 
the specification disclosure, a line is a one-dimensional series of points while a face is a two 
dimensional area, basically a planar surface. The specification as originally filed is consistent 
with the claims as originally filed in that the noted contact creates a face. The specification 
states that the contact has a breadth of several millimeters (p. 9, 1. 10-11; p. 13, |. 3). if 
applicants have basis for the amendment as filed they are asked to refer the Examiner to the 
pertinent portions of the specification. 

Claim 24 specifies the cylindrical intermediate image transfer element as a belt. Basis 
for this amendment is asserted as being present at specification page 70, lines 11-13. This 
passage discusses the apparatus present in Figure 1 1 . As readily apparent in the figure, the 
belt 20 is clearly not in a cylindrical shape. The new claim that specifies the transfer element as 
a cylindrical shaped belt is without basis in the specification as filed and contains new matter. 
The Examiner suggests that claim 24 be drafted as an independent claim that removes 
reference to a cylindrical shape for the intermediate transfer belt. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher D RoDee whose telephone number is 703 308-2465. The 
examiner can normally be reached on most weekdays from 6 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 703 308-2464. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-0661. 
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